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A total of 5 sessions were facilitated by Synergy 
Global Consulting/INSPIRE facilitators over 5 
months. 

A total of 36 participants, that consisted of students 
and staff research were part of the series with each 
session averaging 7 participants and a total duration 
of 368 minutes across all 5 sessions. All sessions 
were hosted on Zoom from 13h00-14h00 monthly and 
participation was free of charge.

Academic research is an important contributor 
to knowledge and learning for a more just 
energy transition. Often, data access or even the 
dissemination of findings can be challenging for 
students and staff.
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Through the USAID funding, INSPIRE created a space 
online to network, exchange about research ideas, 
solve problems together, support each other with 
practical research challenges and discuss emerging 
findings and more with the main aim of bringing people 
together to inspire each other and strengthen each 
other’s’ work through collaboration.

This platform was open to academic staff and thesis 
students, including corporate practitioners enrolled for 
postgrad studies and everyone was free to raise all 
economic development related questions in REIPPPP.

Several questions were raised in these sessions 
around community benefits, renewable energy, 
collaboration, biodiversity, community development, 
community engagement, community trusts, economic 
development, socio-economic development, economic 
development scorecard, governance, community 
investment, finance and ownership.

Which university are you affiliated with?
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On the 24th of June, Stephen Forder was invited to share 
his plans for the energy desk website going forward. This 
is the website that was developed to encourage public 
access to information about REIPPPP. The website also 
maps the RE IPP projects in South Africa.
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USAID INSPIRE ONLINE DIALOGUES 

The USAID INSPIRE Online Dialogues project was 
a 12 months project, implemented by Synergy 
Global Consulting and partners under the INSPIRE 
umbrella, that aims to connect the REIPPPP’s SED/
ED eco-system online, provide a digital platform for 
stakeholders including government, companies and 
communities to exchange experiences and innovate 
on practice, as well as curate knowledge on a publicly 
accessible resource platform. 
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